
 
 

Parent Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes  
Meeting Date: November 9, 2020 

Time: 5:30 p.m. 
Location: Virtual Zoom Meeting 

 
All Participants  
Amanda Harris, Andretta Whitfield, Wanda Taliaferro, Sheila Mosby, Courtnee Austin, Chantrese 
Rainey, Connie Jones, Kofi Adih, Rhonda Gurley, Benetta Washington, Valdese West, Dawn Rogers, 
Pam Bell 
 
Opening of Meeting 
Welcome and Positives:  Mrs. Bell opened the meeting at 5:35 p.m. for the second PAC meeting of 
the year by having each participant briefly introduce themselves.   A. McCray gave a shout out to 
general education and exceptional education for a great experience with virtual learning, W. Taliaferro 
gave a shout out to Ms. Johna Vasquez for conducting a house visit to resolve a technology issue, 
and Connie Jones highlighted her excitement for a new permanent substitute position at Petersburg 
High School and a great first day with the students. 
 
Meeting Norms Review  
Mute your microphone when not speaking, be mindful of background noise, position your camera 
properly, communicate with a tone conducive to teamwork, share ideas or suggestions (we value 
your input), use your “reaction” button to communicate expressions, use the “chat” feature to pose 
questions or to respond. 
 
 
Title I Requirements 

Mrs. Bell presented the Title 1 Parent Handbook presentation and reviewed some of the essential 
components with the team. She highlighted key pieces of information and reminded parents that in 
order to help their child, they need key tools and information. She encouraged participants to review 
the handbook. She informed everyone that we would be under federal monitoring this year to ensure 
we are following all guidelines. 
 
Nominations for Chairman and Vice-Chairman were requested and Ms. Amanda Harris requested to 
serve as Chair, and Ms. Andretta Whitfield volunteered to serve as the Vice-Chair.  There was no 
interest at this meeting for anyone to serve as the secretary.  
 
The committee will use a structured approach to official vote the Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary (if 
someone is nominated or volunteers by this time).  
 
Meeting Dates and Times 
 
Mrs. Bell shared that at the previous meeting, everyone agreed on the second Monday of the month. 
The only time that we would deviate from the second Monday schedule is in February. Mrs. Bell 
inquired if all participants were comfortable with a meeting on December 13, 2020. All participants 
agreed that we could proceed with the meeting on December 13, 2020. 
 
 



 
 
Recap of October Meeting 
 
Book IT- Courtnee Austin uses it in her classroom now and informed about a virtual version.  We 
should be able to use this now.  Mrs. Bell will present this information at principals meeting .  
 
Update Contact Card- Parents concerned because they have received mail for other kids and want 
parents to have a way to get up to date contact information; i.e., text or email.  
 
Family Engagement Month - Not all parents have heard messaging from principals.  Division-wide 
Game night Nov. 19.  Parents feel that principals need to enhance their communication with parents if 
they want to collaborate with them about needs and school events.  
  
PAC INVOLVEMENT- Connect PAC members with Principals.  
 
STUDENT ASSISTANCE- Technology assistance to include holding tech zoom sessions, helping 
kids in breakout rooms, not necessarily zoom (YouTube video might help).  Use community resources 
such as churches (Mount Olivet and Good Shepherd) for parent training sessions on technology. 
Other ideas included Saturday pull up session for parents. Parent shared that once schools shut 
down in March, nothing prepared them for this and this is the first time some families have technology 
in their home.  
 
Parent would like to see more ONE ON ONE PHONE CALLS - make arrangements; parents are 
struggling with getting this online and would like assistance PRIOR to winter break.  
 
SUBSTITUTE - had a hard time with zoom; really struggled; more training needed.  
 
FAMILY NIGHT - Needs to be immediate; just to take the edge off; learning is so robotic for kids, no 
touching, no feeling; need something more.  
 
CLASS TIME - would love to have classes meet up safely to relieve tension, allow kids to connect, 
kids are lonely.  
 
SIDEWALK CHALK DAY - mark off six feet apart, kids interact with their peers. 
  
Parents would like to see more morning announcements across the district, Pledge of Allegiance prior 
to beginning the school day; increased newsletters and correspondence in a timely manner from all 
schools. 
 
New ideas for PAC 
 
A. Harris presented ideas to the group. 
 
School PAC or PTA 
 
Mrs. Bell shared that she would like to see both PAC and PTA in the schools as the PTA has regional 
guidelines for implementation. A decision will be made later. 
 
Parent Career Readiness Series 
 
The goal is to lock in a bus that will be used to go into communities to provide support to parents in 
regards to financial literacy, resume assistance, mock interviews, and workforce skill development. 
 



 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
Dr. Rogers provided an overview about the Winter Clothing Drive, the Division-Wide Game Night, 
Parent Pledge, Parent ConnectED, partnership with the City of Petersburg for meals/non-perishables 
for families over the winter break, and how these events will be executed.  
 
 
SEL Conversation 
 
We have to help our kids to be able to articulate that they are NOT ok. Parent hears the SEL 
lessons...and we need do more to help kids understand what to do if they do not feel ok or so 
positive. More lessons needed in this area.  
 
Overhearing a lesson about feelings and emotions...a grandmother noticed that the teacher kept the 
lesson going; we need to help the kids get through some things; break up their day to enjoy, get a 
breather - more movement, ice breakers. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Mrs. Bell closed out the meeting with final thoughts and reminded everyone that if additional 
matters/ideas come up, they should not hesitate to email/call herself or Dr. Rogers. The meeting was 
adjourned at 6:58 p.m. 


